Improving animal nutrition
Through the Northern Victorian Grain & Graze 2 program, BCG ran a livestock health, nutrition and stock containment areas
forum at Donald in June 2011. The forum aimed to increase farmers’ knowledge and skills in livestock management, nutrition,
animal health, marketing and logistics, with a particular focus on the strategic use of stock containment management practices
which can help prevent soil health degradation.
Tim Hewitt was one of four farmers who, after attending the forum, successfully applied for a grant to receive one-on-one
support from a livestock industry specialist to improve his skills in productive and profitable stock containment.

Location: Bangerang
Livestock enterprise: 650 merino ewes
joined to Poll Dorset/White Suffolk rams for
prime lamb production
Cropping mix: wheat, barley and canola
Mean annual rainfall: 395mm
Soil: clay loam
On Tim Hewitt’s farm at Bangerang near
Warracknabeal there have always been
sheep, but in recent years Tim admits his
focus has been cropping. He said he has spent
a lot of time learning about cropping, but now
there’s more he’d like to know about sheep.
“We want to develop a more robust sheep
enterprise that will fit in with our cropping
program,” Tim said.
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“We have been feeding sheep oats, clover hay
and cereal hay,” Tim said.
“In autumn, we’ll test the feed to check
whether it’s suitable and meeting nutrition
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